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Topic no. 33. Draperies Old and New: the Transformations of the Textile Industries in the Low
Countries, England, and France, 1450 - 1600.
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QUESTIONS:

1.  What were the ‘New Draperies’, in England; and how did they differ from the Old Draperies?. What
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are the differences between the ‘New Draperies’ in England and the nouvelle draperies (i.e. New
Draperies) in the Low Countries?  What are the relationships between the English New Draperies
and the draperies légères and sayetteries in the Low Countries?

2. What are the origins of the English ‘New Draperies’: in what respects do they represent a revival of
ancient forms of textile making?  How do the Flemish sayetteries of the 15th and 16th centuries
resemble those of the 12th and 13th centuries, especially those of Hondschoote (Flanders)?

3. Explain the structural changes in the English textile industries: the gradual decline of the Old
Draperies and the rise of the New Draperies, in terms of both supply and demand factors: in
particular in terms of changes in wool supplies, capital, technology costs, overseas markets, changes
in fashions, and the structure of European demand.

4. How, when, where, and why did the rise of the New Draperies compensate for the decline of the Old
Draperies, by the mid to later 17th century?


