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Topic No. 34: The Nef Thesis: The ‘Early Industrial Revolution’ and Industrial Change in Tudor-

Stuart England
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QUESTIONS:
1. Explain and discuss the Nef thesis: what did he mean by an ‘industrial revolution’ in the Tudor-

Stuart era, during the ‘Price Revolution’ — in particular the ‘progress towards larger-scale forms of
industrial capitalism?’ To what extent did industrial changes alter the general economic structure
of Tudor-Stuart England? Were they ‘revolutionary’?
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Did Tudor-Stuart England suffer from an ‘energy crisis’? What impact did rising fuel costs have
upon charcoal-burning and coal-burning industries: upon technology and industrial scale?

Explain the development of a ‘capitalistic’ iron industry in this era: in particular, the two-stage
process involving the blast smelter. Did the English iron industry, after having experienced a century
of rapid growth, suffer stagnation and/or decline in the later 17th and early 18th centuries? What
was the subsequent Industrial Revolution in iron-making?



