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ECO 2210Y

Topic  5: Agrarian Changes in Western Europe, ca. 1260 - ca. 1450: Land Organization and
Farming Techniques

Late Medieval Europe: General Surveys
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QUESTIONS:

1. Did western Europe suffer an ‘agrarian depression’ in the late Middle Ages?  What were the basic causes
and consequences?  What agrarian sectors were chiefly affected?

2. How did both landlords and peasants react to such agrarian, demographic, market or other economic
changes: before and after the Black Death?  Discuss specific reactions by country or regions, by agrarian
sectors, by time periods.  How did changes in northern Europe differ from those in Mediterranean Europe?

3. What changes occurred in tenurial relationships, in manorial demesnes and tenancies, in late-medieval
western Europe? Explain the rise and expansion of lease-holding and sharecropping (mezzadria, metayage).
For what types of agriculture were share-cropping contracts best suited?  Why?

4. What changes occurred in agrarian land-use in late-medieval western Europe: shifts from arable to pasture
or to other land-uses; changes in crop rotations and agricultural techniques. Explain causes & consequences.
Did land management improve or ‘regress’ between the 13th and 15th centuries?

5.  What groups of peasants gained and which ones lost, in terms of economic and social status -- in terms
landholdings, wealth, incomes, taxes, rents, and fiscal burdens -- in later-medieval Europe, north and south.


