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Topic No.  13:  Guilds in the Late-Medieval European Economy
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QUESTIONS:

 1. Define the nature of guilds in late-medieval western Europe: in institutional, legal, political, and
social terms.

 2. In late medieval western Europe, what was the relationship between urban governments on the one
hand and merchant and craft guilds on the other?  How did such relationships change over the course
of the later medieval era?

 3. What were the chief differences between merchant and craft guilds?  How were each type typically
organized.  In each, and particularly in the latter, what were the roles of:  master, journeyman,
apprentice?  How were such guilds, mercantile and craft, governed?

 4. What was the role of women in late-medieval crafts and craft guilds?  Did women ever succeed in
becoming ‘masters’ in any crafts, apart from their role as widows of masters?  Did they every
succeed in occupyng any positions of power in medieval craft guilds?  What barriers did they face?
How do you explain the organization of some purely female guilds?

  5. Discuss the aims, objectives, and policies of late-medieval guilds:  economic, social, cultural,
religious, and political.

  6. More precisely, what were the purely economic objectives of late-medieval guilds, merchant and
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craft, in terms of:  creating local (urban) monopolies; controlling production and marketing;
controlling prices; controlling entry into the profession or craft; regulating or stabilizing incomes;
quality controls, etc.

  7. Were late-medieval guilds obstacles to economic progress and development:  were they necessarily
opponents of individual economic initiative and enterprise; to technological innovation?

  8. How did the urban textile guilds of the late medieval Low Countries differ from typical craft guilds
of this era? 


