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Topic no. 30: The Changing Patterns of Mediterranean Commerce, 1300 - 1600: Italy,

Catalonia/Aragon, France, the Ottoman Empire, and the Levant.
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1. What changes took place in Mediterranean and Italian commerce during the 14™ and 15" centuries?
What happened to the commercial fortunes of Venice, Genoa, and Florence during the so-called late
-medieval Great Depression?

2. How did Venice gain supremacy in Mediterranean and especially Levantine commerce by the 15"
century? How did Venice react to first Catalan and then Portuguese competition, especially in the
Levantine spice trade. Explain the importance of the commerce in spices and cotton.



3.

Why did Venice’s Golden Age not last beyond the 1570s ? What impact did the following have
upon Venetian commerce in the 16" and early 17" centuries: Portugal, the Ottoman Empire,
England, the United Provinces (the Dutch Republic)?



