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Topic No.  31: Northern Commerce, in the Baltic and North Seas: The Hanseatic League and the Rise
of the Dutch Commercial Empire, 1350 - 1600:

General: The Baltic and North Sea Commerce: the Hanse, England, and the Dutch
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 QUESTIONS:

1. What was the importance of the Baltic to the Dutch and West European economies: Why had the
German Hanse dominated Baltic and North Sea commerce; and how did the Dutch gain control over
the Baltic trades, at the expense of both the German Hanse and the English?
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2. What role did herring play in the commerce of both the Hanseatic League and the Dutch?  How did
the Dutch gain control over the herring fisheries and trade?

3. How and why did the Dutch gain supremacy in shipbuilding and shipping?  What role did the Baltic
trades and the herring fisheries play in enabling the Dutch to gain supremacy in both northern
shipping and shipbuilding?  What technological advances did the Dutch contribute?

4. Why and how did Dutch create an overseas maritime empire in the 17th century: in the East and
West Indies, Africa, and North America?  Why did the Dutch not have the same comparative
advantages in shipping in these regions, and also in the Mediterranean zone?

5. What other, internal factors played major roles in the Rise of the Dutch?


