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QUESTIONS:

1. How, when, where, and why were new farming techniques introduced into (a) the Low Countries,
and (b) England? In the late medieval or early modern eras? In England, did such techniques have
native medieval origins (in East Anglia); or were they reintroduced from the Low Countries? When
was the chief period of English diffusion: 16th, 17th, or 18th centuries?

2. Explain the importance of: multiple course crop rotations, convertible husbandry, floating meadows,
the new fodder crops, marling and chalking.

3. What factors were chiefly responsible for the introduction and/or diffusion of the ‘New Husbandry’:
relative price changes (price-cost ‘scissors’), demographic factors, growth of urban markets,
enclosures? Which conditions were more conducive for such changes: demographic and agrarian
expansion or agrarian recession; rising or falling grain prices?  Did they require enclosed farming
units? Large scale units?

4. Were the chief agricultural innovations more important in increasing labour productivity or the
productivity of land (per acre?). How were these economies achieved?

5. Did English arable agriculture experience diminishing returns during the Tudor-Stuart era?  If so,
how do you reconcile that phenomenom with the evidence for the diffusion of agricultural
innovations?


