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Economics 303Y1: The Economic History of Modern Europe to 1914

Topic No.  10 [20]:
The ‘New Imperialism’ (‘Capitalist Imperialism’) of 1870 - 1914:  Foreign Trade, Capital Exports, and the Overseas Colonial Empires of Britain, France, Germany
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N.B.
If you are going to write an essay on this topic, be sure to obtain the web document on Marxian economics, from my Home Page, so that you may understand the terminology of the debate.

http://www.economics.utoronto.ca/munro5/MARXECON.pdf
QUESTIONS:

 1. 
What is ‘Imperialism’: according to Marxist and non-Marxist writers? 

 2.
What is the difference, if any, between the ‘Imperialism of Free Trade’ and the ‘New Imperialism’ (or ‘Capitalist Imperialism’?).  What did the exponents of Free Trade believe and preach concerning overseas colonies and the British Empire.  Was Imperialism supposed to be inconsistent with the doctrines of Free Trade?  Free Trade for whom?

 3.
Why do economic historians, Marxist and non-Marxist alike, believe that a new phase of European Imperialism commenced in the 1870s?

 4. 
Explain the Marxist-Leninist theory of ‘Capitalist Imperialism’, especially for the era 1870-1914.  Why did Marxists argue that advanced industrial nations necessarily exported capital, and that such capital exports necessarily constituted or led to ‘imperialism’?

 5. 
Discuss the various non- or anti-Marxist theories of Imperialism concerning the era 1870-1914: their economic and non-economic components. Whose theories are best supported by the historical record? How do you explain the relationship, if any, among foreign trade, capital exports, and the acquisition of overseas colonies in this era, 1870 - 1914?


