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The map and photograph above indicate the devastation
that cotton cultivation has caused this region of Central
Asia, under Soviet rule, especially since 1950: devastation
from irrigation that diverted water from the Amu Darya
River, flowing into the Aral Sea, and from excessive
chemical fertilizers that also contributed to dessication and
the ‘desertification’ of this region of Uzbekistan and
Kazakstan around the once large Aral Sea, to the east of
the Caspian Sea.

ur nation is dying out’

Muynak’s fishing
industry was once
prosperous enough
to support 300
boats and 3,000

fishermen. The sea . -
has receded, Joc ] '/ Arctic Ocean
leaving the town
about 100
kilometres from
the water. The
rotting and rusting
hulks of old fishing
boats (above) are
stranded in the
desert sands of the
exposed seabed.
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