[image: image1.jpg]MEDIEVAL OPEN OR COMMON FIELD

WITH THREE COURSE CROP ROTATIONS
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[image: image5.jpg]APPROXIMATE EXTENT OF THE COMMON OR OPEN FIELDS

IN ENGLAND, ca. 1500
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[image: image6.jpg]THE FARMING REGIONS OF ENGLAND CA. 1600

"Mixed Farming": Sheep and Grain; other Livestock and Arable
"Pastoral Farming": Sheep and Cattle; Other Livestock; Dairying
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Fig. 1. Farming regions in England.
This is a very tentative map of farming regions in England in the sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries. The boundaries between the regions are the most tentative

of all, and will certainly rc?uire amendment in the light of more detailed local

investigation. Not all royal forests are indicated on the map since it has not been
possible to identify all their boundaries with certainty. All, Eowevcr. belong in the
category of wood-pasture . _’.ns, and most lie within or on the fringe of regions
of open pasture. The War.. kshirc Arden is depicted as a wood-pasture region
undergoing change from stock-rearing, etc., (D) to dairying ctc. (A). The forests are
nurnbercd as follows: 1, Pickering Forest; 2, Galtres Forest; 3, Delamere Forest;
4, Macclesfield Forest; 5, Cannocl Forest; 6, Needwood Forest; 7, Sherwood Forest;
8, Charnwood Forest; 9, Leicester Forest; 10, Leighfield or Rutland Forest;
11, Rockingham, Whittlewood, and Salcey Forests, Northamptonshire; 12, Kinver
Forest; 13, Feckenham Forest; 14, Forest of Arden; 15, Forest of Dean; 16, Kingswood
Forest; 17, Windsor Forest; 18, New Forest.
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Fig. 56 Farming regions in lowland England circa 1600
Based on J. Thirsk, Tke agrarian history of England and Wales, vol. 1v, 1500~
1640 (Cambridge, 1967), 4.
Forests are numbered as follows: 1, Macclesfield; 2, Cannock; 3, Needwood;
4, Sherwood; 5, Charnwood; 6, Leicester; 7, Leighfield; 8, Rockingham;
9, Whittlewood and Salcey; 10, Kinver; 11, Feckenham; 12, Arden; 13,
Windsor; 14, New Forest.




[image: image8.jpg]The McCloskey Thesis of ‘Risk-Aversion’

to Explain the Scattering of Tenancy Strips in Medieval Open Field Faming

Figure 1. Reducing the Probability of Disaster by Reducing
Variability at the Cost of a Reduced Average.

Re!aiive

__Frequency

Low Average, Low Variability:
Scattered

High Average, High Variability:
>~ Consolidated

/
/

K, = mean income with scattering of strips
.= mean income with consolidated plots of lands
D = disaster zone

Donald N. McCloskey, ‘English Open Fields as Behavior Towards Risk,” Research in Economic
History, 1 (1976), 124-71.
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MEDITERRANEAN DRY FARMING: THE ARATRUM

NORTHERN WET FARMING: CARUCCA OR SLAVIC PLOUGH

with coulter and moldboard
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[image: image11.jpg]IV. MAP SHOWING CROP ROTATION: I Seasonal map of Monblainville (Meuse, cant.
Varennes), 1769, after the map in the Cabinet des Titres, Chantilly, E reg. 35. Note that in
this instance the same rotation is observed over large blocks of land.

riouses. Couture or roye under the control of Sugnon or Oserois, spring-sowing.
Gardens (J), Vines (V), Oak plantations (C), Meadows (P). Couture or roye under the control of Perchie, fallow.
Couture or roye under the control of Cour or Noyer, wheat. Communal meadows or rough grazing.
The odd snippets of fields visible to the east probably represent clearances of relatively recent
date.
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V. MAP SHOWING CROP ROTATION: I Seasonal map of Dun sur Meuse (Meuse), 1783,
after the map in the Cabinet des Titres, Chantilly, E reg. 39. Note that in this instance the
rotations are not observed over large continuous blocks as in Plate IV, and that some lands
are altogether ‘out of course’.

EEEEN  Houses.

E=== Gardens and orchards (J), Vines (V), Oaks (C), Meadows (P).
BB Covlure under wheat.

Couture under spring sowing.

Couture under fallow (versaine).

Lands out of course and sown at will.

Communal grazing.




