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Topic 14: War, Taxation, and ‘Economic Crises’ in Later Medieval Europe, 1290 - 1450
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commerce mondial (Xlle-XVllle siécles), Annaes. E.S.C., 25 (1970), 100-28. The impact of
warfare on the structure and patterns of international trade.

Edouard Perroy, * At theOrigin of aContracted Economy: TheCrisesof the 14th Century,” in Rondo
Cameron, ed., Essaysin French Economic History (1970), pp. 91-105.

William Caferro, ‘Mercenaries and Military Expenditure: The Costs of Undedared Warfarein
XI1Vth Century Siena,” Journal of European Economic History, 23:2 (Fall 1994), 219-47.
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The Hundred Years’ War, 1337 - 1453: Costs and Benefits

K.B. McFarlane, ‘War, the Economy, and Social Change: England and the Hundred Y ears War,’
Past and Present, no. 22 (July 1962), pp. 3-13, with discussion on pp. 13-18. Reprinted in K. B.
McFarlane, England in the Fifteenth Century: Collected Essays (London, 1981), pp.139 - 50.
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Michael Postan, ‘Some Socid Conseguences of the Hundred Years War,” Economic History
Review, 1st ser., 12 (1942). Both reprintedin Michael M. Postan, Essays on Medieval Agriculture
and Genera Problems of the Medieval Economy (Cambridge, 1973), pp. 49-60.
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sociétés, civilisations, 20 (1965), 788-91. A review of the McFarlane-Postan debate.

A.R. Bridbury, ‘ The Hundred Y ears War: Costsand Profits'in D.C. Coleman and A.H. John, eds.,
Trade, Government, and Economy in Pre-Industrial England (London, 1976), pp. 80 - 95.

James Campbell, * England, Scotland, and theHundred Y ears War in the Fourteenth Century,” in J.
Hale, R. Highfield, B. Smalley, eds., Europein the Late Middle Ages (1965), pp. 184-216.

QUESTIONS:

1

Discuss the Maddicott-Miller-Strayer thesis concerning the impact of warfare and war-financing
(taxation) on the late-medieva English economy. What segmentsor strata of Engli sh society came
to bear the heaviest brunt of taxation in the period 1290 - 1340? Did warfare produce a ‘turning-
point? for subsequent economic crises or asecular economicdecline? Discussthe critical response
of Bridbury.

What impact did government fiscal and monetary policies, in particular those related to warfare
(defence and aggression), have upon the late-medieval European economiesin general? What were
the particular consequences of coinage debasements (in terms of the previous topic).

What impact did the European and Mediterranean wars from the 1290s to the 1340s have upon
international commerce and shipping, and in particular on the economies of Italy, the Iberian
peninsula, France, the Low Countries, and Germany.

What were the economic and social consequences of the Hundred Wars for western Europe (1336-
1453): for England, France, the Low Countries, the Iberian peninsula, and Italy?

Why was Italy so chronically ravaged by warfare during the later 13" and 14" centuries; and what
were the consequencesfor Italy’ srolein the Mediterranean and European economies? Discussin
particular the Wars of the Sicilian Vespers (1282-1302) and the Angevin-Aragonese and Guelf-
Ghibelline Wars (1314 - 1343).

Did the late-medieval European economies undergo a long-term secular decline or contraction of
‘depression’ (or seriesof depressions). Issuch adecline or contraction merely demographicor more
than demographic, in its causes and nature? If so, what role did warfare, and war-related fiscal and
monetary (coinage) policiesplay in that decline? In particular, discuss the Van der Wee-Peeters
thesis, on the disruption of the continental trade-routes as a factor in the late-medieval economic
decline or contraction. When did the secular economic decline commence before or after the
Hundred Y ears War and the Black Death ?



