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ECO 2210Y: Topics in Later Medieval and Renaissance European Economic History

Topic No. 13: Late-Medieval Industry: The Woollen Cloth Industries and International Trade.
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Questions on the role of the woollen cloth industries and trades in the economy of later-
medieval western Europe:

a) Why were the woollen cloth industries the single most important form of manufacturing for
medieval and early-modern commerce? How was the structure and organization of this industry
related to foreign trade? What technol ogical and organizational changesdid thisindustry undergo
from the 12" to 15" centuries: and how are those changes related to foreign trade?

b) What structural changes did the woollen textile industries and trades undergo during the period
1290 - 1340: in particular why did the composition of production and trade shift away from cheap
and light textles towards heavy-weight, costly luxury woollens?

Why did northern France, the Low Countries (Handers, then Brabant, and then Holland) and Italy
dominatetheinternational production of and tradein woollen textilesuntil the 15" century; and why
did they then lose that dominance to England? On the other hand, why did the English ‘victory’
take so long? Werethe primary factorsin England’ s success endogenous or exogenous to her own
economy?

How and why did England come to enjoy supremacy intheinternational wool trade-- in the supply
and distribution of wools to cloth manufacturers? How and why did England begin to lose that
supremacy to Spain, or to Spanish merino wools from the later 15" century?

How, where, and why did the nouvelles draperies, draperies légeres, and sayetteries come to
supplant the traditional urban draperies de luxe as the major form of textile manufacturing in the
Low Countries by the late 15th and early 16th centuries?

a) What are the key differences between the nouvelles draperies and the draperies légéres?

b) In particular, for the latter, what structural changes in the European economy in general and
international trade in particular once more favoured long-distance trade in cheaper and lighter
textiles?



