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ECO 2210Y

TOPICS IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF LATER MEDIEVAL AND
RENAISSANCE EUROPE, 1250 - 1600

Topic no. 29:

European Overseas Explorations and Colonizations: the Portuguese and
Spanish Empires. c. 1420 - 1600

Note: For thistopic, you need to consult maps and historical atlases. | can recommend:

H.C. Darby and Harold Fullard, ed., The New Cambridgte M odernHistory Atlas(Cambridgeand New Y ork:
Cambridge University Press, 1970).

A. General Readings: on European commerce in the 15" and 16" centuries

1

Robert S. Lopez, ‘ The Trade of Medieval Europe: the South,” in M. M. Postan and E.E.
Rich, eds., Cambridge Economic History of Europe, |1: Trade and Industry in the Middle
Ages (Cambridge, 1952), pp. 257-354; reissued in partly revised form in the 2nd edn., ed.
M.M. Postan and Edward Miller (Cambridge, 1987), pp. 306-473.

Jacques Heers, L'Occident aux XIVe et XVe siécles: aspects économigues et sociaux
(Nouvelle Clio no. 23, Paris, 1963), chapter 2, pp. 86-105; chapter 3, pp. 105-38.

Fernand Braudel, La Méditerranée et le monde méditerranéen a I'épogue de Philippell,
1949; 2nd rev edn. (Paris, 1966); republished as The Mediterranean and the M editerranean
Worldinthe Age of Philip 1, translated by Sian Reynolds, 2 vols. (London and New Y ork,
1972-73).

Frédéric Mauro, Le XVle siecle européen: aspects économiques, Nouvelle Clio no. 32
(Paris, 1970).

Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System, Vol. I: Capitalist Agriculture and the
Origins of the European World Economy in the Sixteenth Century (New York, 1974).

Ralph Davis, The Rise of the Atlantic Economies (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
1975).

Charles Wilson and Geoffrey Parker, eds., Introduction to the Sources of European
Economic History, 1500-1800 (London, 1977). Seethe popul ation tables commencing each
section: for Spain, Portugal, Italy, the Low Countries, British Ides, France, Germany.

Harry A. Miskimin, The Economy of Early Renaissance Europe, 1300-1460 (1969; reissued




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

2

Cambridge, 1977), and The Economy of L ater Renaissance Europe, 1460-1600 (Cambridge
University Press, 1977).

Braudel, Fernand, Civilisation matérielle, économieet capitalisme: XVe-XVllle siécle tome
1: Les structures du quotidien: le possible et I'impossible (Paris, 1979); republished as
Civilization and Capitalism, 15th - 18th Century, Vol. 1. The Structures of Everyday Life:

The Limits of the Possible, translated by Sian Reynolds (New Y ork, 1981).

Braudel, Fernand, Civilisation matérielle, économieet capitdisme XVe-XVlllesiécle tome
2: Lesjeux de I'échange (Paris, 1979), republished as Civilization and Capitalism, 15th -
18th Century: Vol. 2: The Wheels of Commerce, translated by Sian Reynolds (New Y ork,
1982).

Braudd, Fernand, Civilisationmatérielle, économieet capitalisme: XVe-XVlllesiecle: tome
3: Letempsdumonde (Paris, 1979), republished as Civilization and Capitalism, 15th- 18th
Centuries, Vol. 3: The Pergpective of theWorld, translated by Sian Reynolds (New Y ork,
1984).

André-Emile Sayous, Commerce et finance en M éditerranée au moyen &ge, ed. by Mark
Steele, Variorum Collected Series CS286 (London, 1988).

G.V. Scammell, The First Imperial Age: European Overseas Expansion, c. 1400-1715
(London, 1989).

Tracy, James, ed., The Rise of Merchant Empires. Long-Distance Trade in the Early
Modern World, 1350 - 1750 (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press,
1990).

Tracy, James, ed., The Political Economy of Merchant Empires. State Power and World
Trade, 1350 - 1750 (Cambridge University Press, 1991).

Peter J. Hugill, World Trade Since 1431: Geography, Technology, and Capitalism
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993).

ThomasA. Brady, jr., Heiko O. Oberman, and James D. Tracy, eds., Handbook of European
History, 1400-1600: LateMiddle Ages, Rena ssanceand Reformation, Vol. I: Structuresand
Assertions (Leiden/New Y ork/Cologne: E.J. Brill, 1994)

a) Bartolomei Y un, ‘ Economic Cycles and Structural Changes,” pp. 113-46.

b) John H. Munro, ‘ Patterns of Trade, Money, and Credit,” pp. 147-96.

C) John Marino, ‘ The Italian States in the ‘ Long Sixteenth Century’,” pp. 361-68..
d) Henry Kamen, ‘' The Habsburg Lands: Iberia,’ pp. 467-98.

€) Hugo de Schepper, ‘ The Burgundian-Habsburg Netherlands,” pp. 499-534.

f) Michael Mallet, ‘ The Art of War,” pp. 535-62.

0) James D. Tracy, ‘ Taxation and State Debt,” pp. 563-88.

h) Wolfgang Reinhard, ‘ The Seaborne Empires,’ pp. 637-64
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CarloM. Cipolla, Beforethe Industrial Revolution: European Society and Economy, 1000-
1700, 3rd edition (London and New Y ork, W.W. Norton, 1994).

Shipping, Shipbuilding, and Navigation: Innovations, Developments, and Explorations

1

10.

11.

A.P. Usher, * Spanish Ships and Shipping in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries,” in
Facts and Factors in Economic History (Cambridge, Mass. 1932), pp. 189-213.

Frederic Lane, Venetian Shipsand Shipbuilders of the Renaissance (Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins Press, 1934).

Frederic Lane, ‘Naval Architecture about 1550,” The Mariner's Mirror, 20 (1934), 24-49,
reprinted in his Venice and History: The Collected Papers of Frederic C. Lane (Baltimore,
1966), pp. 163-88.

Frederic Lane, ‘Nationa Wealth and Protection Costs,” in Jesse Clarkson and Thomas
Cochran, eds., War as a Social Institution: The Historian's Perspective (New Y ork, 1941),
pp. 32-43, reprinted in hisVenice and Higory: The Collected Papers of Frederic C. Lane
(Baltimore, 1966), pp. 373-82.

Penrose, Boies, Travel and Discovery in the Renaissance, 1420 - 1620 (London, 1952; rev
edn. New York, 1962).

Romano, Ruggiero, ‘ Agpetti economici degli armamenti navali veneziani,” Rivistastorica
italiana, 66 (1954), republishedin translation as‘ Economic Aspects of the Construction of
Warshipsin Venicein the Sixteenth Century,” inBrian Pullan, ed., Crisisand Changeinthe
Venetian Economy in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (London, 1968), pp. 59-87.

JH. Parry, The Establishment of the European Hegemony, 1415 - 1715: Trade and
Exploration in the Age of the Renaissance (New Y ork, 1961): arevised version of Europe
and a Wider World (New Y ork, 1949), chapter 1: ‘ The Tools of the Explorers,’ pp. 7-28.

J.H. Parry, The Age of Reconnaissance (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1963),
Part I: * The Conditions for Discovery,” pp. 1-130.

Frederic Lane, ‘From Biremes to Triremes,’ The Marriner's Mirror, 49 (1963), 48-50,
reprinted in Veniceand Higory: The Collected Papers of Frederic C. L ane(Baltimore: The
Johns Hopkins Press, 1966), pp. 189 - 92.

FredericLane, ‘Merchant Galleys, 1300-34: Private and Communal Operations,” Speculum,
38 (1963), 179-205, reprinted in Venice and History: The Collected Papers of Frederic C.
Lane (Baltimore, 1966), pp. 193-226.

Carlo Cipolla, Guns, Sails, and Empires: Technological Innovation and the Early Phases of
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European Expansion, 1400 - 1700 (New York, 1965).

Mallett, M.M., The Florentine Galleysin the Fifteenth Century (Oxford, 1967).

Frederic Lane, ‘ The Crossbow in the Nautical Revolution of the Middle Ages,” in David
Herlihy, Robert Lopez, and Vsevolod Slessarev, eds., Economy, Society, and Government
in Medieval Italy: Essays in Memory of Robert L. Reynolds (Kent, Ohio: Kent State
University Press, 1969), pp. 161-72.

Richard Unger, ‘ Selling Dutch Shipsinthe Sixteenth Century,” Maritime History, 3 (1973),
125-46.

Unger, Richard, ‘Dutch Ship Design in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries’ Viator, 4
(1973), 387-412.

Richard Unger, ‘Regulations of Dutch Shipcarpenters in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth
Centuries,” Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis, 87 (1974), 503-20.

Richard Unger, ‘ Technology and Industrial Organization: Dutch Shipbuilding to 1800,
Business History, 17 (1975), 56-72.

Richard Unger, Dutch Shipbuilding Before 1800: Ships and Guilds (Van Gorcum, 1978).

Richard Unger, The Ship in the Medieva Economy, 600-1600 (London and Montreal,
1980).

Richard Unger, * Warships and Cargo Shipsin Medieval Europe,” Technology and Culture,
22 (April 1981), 233 - 52.

Richard Unger, ‘Dutch Shipbuilding and International Competition in the Golden Age,’
History Today, 31 (April 1981), 16-21.

Richard Unger, ‘Dutch Design Specialization and Building Methods in the Seventeenth
Century,” in Carl O. Cederlund, ed., Postmedieval Boat and Ship Archaeology (Oxford:
British Archeological Reports, 1985), pp. 153-64.

Archibad Lewisand Timothy Runyan, European Naval and Maritime History, 300 - 1500
(Bloomington, 1985).

Martin Elbl, ‘ The Portuguese Caravel and European Shipbuilding: Phases of Devel opment
and Diversity,” Revida da Universidade de Coimbra, 33 (1985), 543-72.

Richard Unger, ‘Design and Construction of European Warships in the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries,” in M. Acerra, J. Merino, and J. Meyer, eds., Les marines deguerres
européennes, XVII-XVllle siécles (Paris, 1986), pp. 21-34.

Richard Unger, ‘ Portuguese Shipbuilding and the Early V oyages to the Guinea Coast,’ in
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38.

Vice-Almirante A. Teixeira DaMota, In Memoriam, Vol. | (Lisbon, 1987), pp. 229-49.

John H. Pryor, Commerce, Shipping and Naval Warfare in the Medieval Mediterranean
(London: Variorium Reprints, 1987).

John H. Pryor, Geography, Technology, and War: Studiesin the Maritime History of the
Mediterranean, 649 - 1571 (Past and Present Publications, Cambridge University Press,
1988).

Russell Menard, ‘ Transport Costs and Long-Range Trade, 1300 - 1800: Was There a
European ‘ Transport Revolution’ in the Early Modern Era? in James Tracy, ed., The
Political Economy of Merchant Empires: State Power and World Trade, 1350 - 1750
(Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 228 - 75.

Richard Unger, ‘ The Technical Development of Shipbuilding and Government Policiesin
the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries,” in Atti del V_Convegno Internazionale di_studi
Colombiani navi e navigazioni nei secoli XV e XVI (Genoa, 1990), pp. 199-211.

Richard Unger, ‘Dutch and Flemish Marine Paintings as a Source for Research on the
History of Shipbuilding,” in Jan De Vriesand D. Friedberg, eds., Art in History/History in
Art (Santa Monica, 1991), pp. 75-93.

RichardW. Unger, The Art of Medieval Technology: Images of Noah the Shipbuilder (New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1991).

Richard Unger, ‘ The Tonnage of Europe’s Merchant Fleets, 1300 - 1800,” The American
Neptune, 52:4 (Fall 1992), 247-61.

Richard Unger, ‘Northern Ships and the Late Medieval Economy: Columbus and the
Medieval Maritime Tradition,” The American Neptune, 53:4 (Fall 1993), 247-54.

Richard Unger, ‘ The Huit: Specialist Cargo Vessels, 1500 - 1650, in Robert Gardiner, ed.,
The Ship, Vol. lll: Cogs, Caravels and Galleons (London: Conway Maritime Press, 1994),
pp. 115-30.

Martin Elbl, ‘ The Caravel and the Galleon,” in Robert Gardiner, ed., Conway's History of
the Ship, Val. Il Cogs, Caravels and Galleons (London: Conway Maritime Press, 1994),
pp. 91-98.

Jean Claude Hocquet, ‘Productivity Gains and Technological Change: Venetian Naval
Architecture at the End of the Middle Ages,” The Journal of European Economic History,
24:3 (Winter 1995), 537-56.

Geoffrey V. Scammell, Ships, Oceans and Empire: Studies in European Maritime and
Colonial History, 1400 -1750, Variorum Collected Studies Series; CS478 (London and
Brookfield, 1995).




39.

40.

41.

6

Lawrence V. Mott, The Development of the Rudder: A Technological Tale Studiesin
Nautical Archaeology no. 3 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press; London:
Chatham Publishing, 1997).

Andrew Gow, ‘Gog and Magog on Mappaemundi and Early Printed World Maps:
Orientalizing Ethnography in the Apocalyptic Tradition,” Journal of Early Modern History:
Contacts, Comparison, Contrasts, 2:1 (February 1998), 61-88.

David Williams and Lewis Fischer, eds., Modern European Maritime History, Variorum
Collected Studies Series (London and Brookfield, 1999).

Portugal: Portuguese Trade and Colonization in Europe, Africa and the Americas (Brazil),

1400 - 1620:

1

10.

11.

J.H. Parry, The Establishment of the European Hegemony, 1415 - 1715: Trade and
Exploration in the Age of the Renaissance (New York, 1961): arevised version of Europe
and a Wider World (New Y ork, 1949), chapter 2, ‘ Christians and Spices,’ pp. 29-43.

J.H. Parry, The Age of Reconnaissance (Berkeley: University of CaliforniaPress, 1963),
chapter 8, * Africaand thelndian Ocean,’” pp. 131-45; chapter 9, ‘ The Atlantic and the South
Sea,’ pp. 146-61; chapter 12: ‘New Routes to the East,” pp. 177-89.

Charles Boxer, Race Relations in the Portuguese Empire, 1415 - 1825 (New York, 1963).

Charles Boxer, Portuguese Society in the Tropics: The Municipal Councils of Goa, Macao,
Bahia, and L uanda, 1510 - 1800 (Madison, Wisc., 1965).

E.W. Bovill, The Golden Trade of the Moors, 2nd edn. (London, 1968).

Frederic Lane, ‘Pepper Prices Before Da Gama,” The Journal of Economic History, 28
(1968), 590-97.

Vitorino Magalhées Godhino, L'économie de I'empire portugais aux XVe et XVle siecles
(Paris, 1969).

Charles R. Boxer, The Portuguese Seaborne Empire, 1415 - 1825 (London, 1969).

Marian Malowist, ‘Quelques observations sur le commerce de l'or dansle Soudan
occidentale au moyen &ge’, Annales: E.S.C., 25 (1970), 1630-36.

Juan Friede and Benjamin Keen, eds., Bartolomé de las Casas in History (Dekalb, Ill.,
1971).

Ralph Davis, The Rise of the Atlantic Economies (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
1975), chapter 1: ' The Portuguese in the Atlantic,” pp. 1-14.
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Bailey Diffie and George D. Winius, Foundations of the Portuguese Empire, 1415 - 1580,
Europe and the World in the Age of Expansionvol. 1 (Minneapolis, 1977).

Abdallah Laroui, The History of the Maghrib: An Interpretative Essay, trans. by Ralph
Manheim (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1977), Part |11, pp. 227-294.

Frédéric Mauro, Le Portugal, le Brésil, et I'Atlantiqgue au XVIle siéde, 1570 - 1670: Etude
économique, 2" edn. (Paris, 1983).

CharlesR. Boxer, From Lisbon to Goa: 1500-1750: Studiesin Portuguese MaritimeHistory
(London: Variorium Reprints, 1984).

Lyle N. McAlister, Spain and Portugal in the Neew World, 1492 - 1700, Europe and the
World inthe Age of Expansionvol. 3 (Minneapolis, 1984).

Tzvetan Todorov, The Conquest of America: the Question of the Other (New Y ork, 1984).

Philip D. Curtin, Cross-Cultural Trade in World History, Studies in Comparative World
History (Cambridgeand New Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 1984), chapters2: ‘ Africa:
Incentivesto Trade,” pp. 15-37, chapter 3: * Africa: Traders and Trade Communities,” pp.
38-59.

Stuart Schwartz, Sugar Plantationsinthe Formation of Brazilian Society: Bahia, 1550-1835
(Cambridge, 1986).

Richard Unger, ‘ Portuguese Shipbuilding and the Early Voyagesto the Guinea Coast,’ in
Vice-Almirante A. Teixeira Da Mota, In Memoriam, Vol. | (Lisbon, 1987), pp. 229-49.

Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Before Columbus. Exploration and Colonization from the
M editerranean to the Atlantic, 1229 - 1492 (London, 1987).

Francisco Morales Padron, Historia del descubrimiento y conquista de América, 5" edn.
(Madrid, 1990).

José de Andrade ArrudaJobson, ‘ Colonies as Mercantilelnvestments: The Luso-Brazilian
Empire, 1500 - 1808, in James Tracy, ed., The Political Economy of Merchant Empires:
State Power and World Trade, 1350 - 1750 (Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 360 -
420.

Ivana Elbl, ‘Man of His Time (and Peers): A New Look at Henry the Navigator,” Luso-
Brazilian Review, 28 (1991), 73 - 89.

IvanaElbl, ‘Cross-Cultural Trade and Diplomacy: Portuguese Relations with West Africa,
1441 - 1521, Cahiersd’ histoire mondiale/Journal of World History, 3 (1992), 165 - 204.

Ivana Elbl, ‘Nation, Bolsa, and Factory: Three Institutions of Late-Medievd Portuguese
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Trade with Flanders,” The International Higory Review, 14 (February 1992), 1 - 22.

John Thornton, Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400 - 1680
(Cambridge and New Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 1992). See below for the 2™ and
expanded edition of 1998.

IvanaElbl, ‘ Archival Evidence of the Portuguese Expansionin Africa, 1440-1521," Primary
Sources and Original Works, 2:3/4 (1993), 319-57. Also published in: Lawrence J.
McCrank, ed., Discovery in the Archives of Spain and Portugal: Quincentenary Essays,
1492 - 1993 (New Y ork: Haworth Press, 1993), pp. 319-57.

P. T. Rooney, ‘Habsburg Fiscal Policies in Portugal, 1580-1640," Journal of European
Economic History, 23:3 (Winter 1994), 545-562.

John H. Munro, ‘Patterns of Trade, Money, and Credit,’” in Thomas A. Brady, jr., Heiko
Oberman, and James D. Tracy, eds., Handbook of European History, 1400-1600: Late
MiddleAges, Renaissanceand Reformation, Vol. I: Structuresand Assertions (L eiden/New
Y ork/Cologne: E.J. Brill, 1994), pp. 147-95 (especialy pp. 168-72).

David Eltis and David Richardson, ‘Productivity in the Transatlantic Slave Trade,
Explorétions in Economic History, 32:4 (October 1995), 465-84.

Ivana Elbl, ‘Men Without Wives. Sexual Arrangements in the Early Portuguese West
African Enterprise,’ in Jacqueine K. Murray and Konrad Eisenblicher, eds., Desire and
Discipline: Sex and Sexudity inthe Middl e Ages and the Renai ssance (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1996), pp. 61-86.

IvanaElbl, ' TheVolumedf the Early Atlantic Slave Trade, 1450- 1521, Journal of African
History, 38 (1997), 31-75.

S.L. Engerman and J.C. Das Neves, ‘ The Bricks of an Empire, 1415-1999: 585 Y ears of
Portuguese Emigration,” The Journal of European Economic History, 26:3 (Winter 1997),
471-510.

Francesco D’ Esposito, ‘ Portuguese Settlers in Santo Domingo in the Sixteenth Century
(1492-1580)," The Journa of European Economic History, 27:2 (Fall 1998), 315-29.

L.M.E. Shaw, The Anglo-Portuguese Allianceand the English M erchantsin Portugal , 1654 -
1810, Variorum Publications (London and Brookfield, 1998).

John Thornton, Africaand Africansin the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400 - 1800, 2nd
edition (Cambridge and New Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Portugal in Asia: 1497 - 1630
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Frederick C. Danvers, The Portuguese in India, 2 vols. (London, 1894).

Richard S. Whiteway, The Rise of Portuguese Power in India, 1497 - 1550 (L ondon, 1899).

Frederic Lane, ‘ The Mediterranean Spice Trade: ItsRevival in the Sixteenth Century,” The
American Historical Review, 45 (1940), 581-90, reprinted in his Venice and History: The
Collected Papers of Frederic C. Lane (Baltimore, 1966), pp. 23-34; and alsoin Brian Pullan,
ed., Crisisand Changeinthe V enetian Economy in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
(London, 1968), pp. 47-58.

Jodo de Barros, Asia: Dosfeitos gue os Portuguezesfizerem no descubrimento e conquista
dos mares e terras de Oriente, 4 vals. (Lisbon, 1945).

JH. Parry, The Edgtablishment of the European Hegemony, 1415 - 1715: Trade and
Exploration in the Age of the Renaissance (New York, 1961): arevised version of Europe
and aWider World (New Y ork, 1949), chapter 2, ‘ Christians and Spices,” pp. 29-43.

Maria A. P. Meilink-Roelofsz, Asian Trade and the European Influence in the Malay
Archipelago between 1500 and about 1630 (The Hague, 1962).

J.H. Parry, The Age of Reconnaissance (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1963),
chapter 12: ‘ New Routesto the East,’ pp. 177-89, chapter 15: ‘ The Sea Empires of Portugal
and Holland,” pp. 242-57.

Charles Boxer, Race Relations in the Portuguese Empire, 1415 - 1825 (New York, 1963).

Charles Boxer, Portuguese Society in the Tropics: The Municipal Councilsof Goa, Macao,
Bahia, and Luanda, 1510 - 1800 (Madison, Wisc., 1965).

Frederic Lane, ‘ Pepper Prices Before Da Gama,’ The Journal of Economic History, 28
(1968), 590-97.

Vitorino Magalhées Godhino, L'économie de |'empire portugaisaux XVe et XVle siécles
(Paris, 1969).

Charles R. Boxer, The Portuguese Seaborne Empire, 1415 - 1825 (London, 1969).

NielsSteensgaard, The Asian Trade Revol ution of the Seventeenth Century: TheEast India
Companies and the Decline of the Caravan Trade (London, 1974).

Ralph Davis, The Rise of the Atlantic Economies (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
1975), chapter 1: ' The Portuguese in the Atlantic,” pp. 1-14.

Holden Furber, Rival Empires of Trade in the Orient, 1600 - 1800, Europe and the World
in the Age of Expanson val. 2 (Minneapadlis, 1976).

Bailey Diffie and George D. Winius, Foundations of the Portuguese Empire, 1415 - 1580,
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Europe and the World in the Age of Expansionvol. 1 (Minneapolis, 1977).

A. R. Disney, Twilight of the Pepper Empire: Portuguese Tradein Southwest Indiain the
Early Seventeenth Century (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1978).

Wake, C.H.H., ‘The Changing Pattern of Europe's Pepper and Spice Imports, ca 1400-
1700," Journal of European Economic History, 8:2 (Fall 1979), 361-403.

Peter Musgrave, ‘ The Economics of Uncertainty: The Structural Revolution in the Spice
Trade, 1480 - 1640, in P.L. Cottrell and D.H. Aldcroft, eds., Shipping, Trade, and
Commerce: Essaysin Memory of Ralph Davis(Leiceser, 1981).

Dietmar Rothermund, Asian Trade and European Expansion in the Age of Mercantilism,
Perspectivesin History, Val. | (New Delhi: Manohar, 1981).

Niels Steensgaard, ‘ The Companies as a Specific Institution in the History of European
Expansion,” in Leonard Bluse and Femme Gaastra, eds., Companiesand Trade (The Hague:
Leiden University Press, 1981).

John Correia-Afonso, ed., Indo-PortugueseHistory: Sourcesand Problems (Bombay, 1981).

Philip D. Curtin, Cross-Culturd Trade in World History, Studies in Comparative World
History (Cambridge and New Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 1984), chapter 7: ‘The
European Entry into the Trade of Maritime Asia,” pp. 136-57.

K. N. Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean: An Economic History from
the Rise of Islamto 1750 (Cambridge and New Y ork: Cambridge Univerdty Press, 1985),
especially chapter 3: * The Portuguese Seaborne Empire in the Indian Ocean,’ pp. 63-79.

T.B. Duncan, ‘Navigation between Portugual and Asiain the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries,” in C.K. Pullapilly and E.J. Van Kley, eds., Asia and the West: Ecounters and
Exchangesfrom the Age of Explorations: Essay in Honor of Donald F. Lach (Notre Dame,
1986), pp. 3-25.

Sanjay Subrahmanyam, ‘Precious Metal Flows and Prices in Western and Southern Asia,
1500 - 1750: Some Comparative and Conjunctural Aspects,’ in Eddy Van Cauwenberghe,
ed., Precious Metals, Coinage and the Changes of Monetary Structuresin Latin-American,
Europe, and Asia (Late Middle Ages - Early Modern Times) (Leuven: Leuven Univerdsty
Press, 1989), pp. 385 - 418.

Sanjay Subrahmanyam, The Political Economy of Commerce: Southern India, 1500-1650
(Cambridge, 1990).

Sanjay Subrahmanyamand LuisFilipeF. R. Thomas, ‘ Evolution of Empire: The Portuguese
in the Indian Ocean during the Sixteenth Century,” in James Tracy, ed., The Palitical
Economy of Merchant Empires: State Power and World Trade, 1350 - 1750 (Cambridge
University Press, 1991), pp. 298 - 332.
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JamesC. Boyajian, Portuguese Tradein Asiaunder the Habsburgs, 1580 - 1640 (Baltimore:
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993).

Stephen Frederic Dale, Indian M erchantsand Eurasian Trade, 1600 - 1750 (Cambridge and
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

John H. Munro, ‘Patterns of Trade, Money, and Credit,” in Thomas A. Brady, jr., Heiko
Oberman, and James D. Tracy, eds., Handbook of European History, 1400-1600: Late
MiddleAges, Renaissance and Reformation, Vol . I: Structuresand Assertions(L eiden/New
Y ork/Cologne: E.J. Brill, 1994), pp. 147-95 (especialy pp. 168-72).

GlennJ. Ames, * Spiceand Sul phur: Some Evidence onthe Quest for Economic Stabilisation
in the Portuguese Monsoon Asia, 1668-1682,” The Journa of European Economic History,
24:3 (Winter 1995), 465-88.

Sanjay Subrahmanyam, The Career and L egend of Vasco da Gama (Cambridge and New
Y ork: Cambridge University Press, 1997).

Spain (Catalonia/Aragon and Castile): the Mediterranean, the Levant, and the Atlantic: Late-

Medieval to ¢1520

1

Wilhelm Heyd, Histoire du commerce du L evant au moyen &ge, 2 vols. (Leipzig, 1885-86).
A classic study. Notethe importance that the Catalans achieved in Levantine trade in the
later Middle Ages.

Julius Klein, The Mesta: A Study in Spanish Economic History, 1273-1836 (Cambridge,
Mass. 1920).

Earl Hamilton, Money, Prices, and Wagesin Vaencia, Aragon, and Navarre, 1351 - 1500
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1936).

Frederic Lane, ‘ The Mediterranean Spice Trade: Its Revival in the Sixteenth Century,” The
American Historical Review, 45 (1940), 581-90, reprinted in his Venice and History: The
Collected Papers of Frederic C. Lane (Baltimore, 1966), pp. 23-34; and alsoin Brian Pullan,
ed., Crisisand Changein the V enetian Economy in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
(London, 1968), pp. 47-58.

A. P. Usher, The Early History of Deposit Banking in Mediterranean Europe, Vol. I,
Harvard Economic Studies LXXV (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1943;
reissued New Y ork, 1967). Chiefly on Catalonia, 1240-1723.

Robert Lopez, ‘ The Origin of the Merino Sheep,” The Joshua Starr Memoria Volume:
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QUESTIONS:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

What particular factors -- economic, social, cultural, political/military -- led or inspired Western
Europeans, and especially Iberians, to engage in overseas explorations, discoveries, and then
colonizations from the early fifteenth century?

How important were relations and conflicts with the Islamic (Muslim) world in Iberiaand North
Africain the processes of overseas Iberian expansion? What role did the | berian Reconquista play
in these processesin particular?

Discuss the economic importance of Catalonia (Barcelonaespecidly) in Mediterranean commerce
inthe 15" century, and why Catalan commercial and economicpower waned inthelater 15" century.
Towhat extent did the economicpoliciesof Castile, both before and after Spanish unification (1492)
play in the decline of Catalan economic power.

What advances in shipbuilding, maritime navigation, and cartography made possible and promoted
the new age of Overseas Expansion, from the early fifteenth century?

Describe and explain the importance of the following, in ship design and shipbuilding in the 15"
century: thecog, lateeensails, the caravel, the new * Atlantic ship’ andthe carrack. What economies
of scale and what reductions in transportation and transaction costs did they achieve in the course
of the 15" century?

What advances did western Europe makeinnaval artillery inthe 15" century? Were Asian powers
able to compete with western European military power in the 16™ century?

Who was Prince Henry the Navigator, and what was his importance in inaugurating the age of
Overseas of Exploration and Expansion?

Why in particular wasthe small, economically underdeve oped (or ‘backward') nation of Portugal
the first, as a nation, to engage in overseas exploration, expansion, and colonization?

What conflicts arose between Portugal and Spain (Castile and Aragon before the 1492 unification)
in these processes of overseas expansion and col onization, particularly concerning West Africaand
the Atlantic Islands; and how werethey finally resolved?

What wastheimportanceof the Atlantic Islands(Madeira, the Canaries, the Azores) for |berian and
western European overseas expansion?

Explain the eventsthat |ed the Portuguese to discover asearouteto explore, tradewith, and col onize
parts of West Africain the 15" century?

Explain the importance of the following in Portuguese explorations, trade, and colonization: gold,
spices, sugar, and slaves. Analyze the economic relations of the Portuguese with the west African
states (in the Senegd, Niger, and Voltariver sysems).

Discussthe changingimportance of the M editerranean spicetradesinthe 15" century, and the events
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that led the Portuguese to seek and then establish a direct sea route to India by the end of the 15"
century.

Discusstherolesof Bartholmew Diasand Vasco daGama When Vasco daGamaarrived at Calicut,
why did he purportedly say that he came ‘in search of Christians and spices'? Who was Prester
John, and what was his mythical importance in this era?

How did the Portuguese establish their Empire in the Indian Ocean, and how did they seek to gain
control over the Asian spicetrades? Why didthey fail inthisattempt, and how didthey cometolose
their Indian Ocean Empire: in particular to the Dutch and the English.

Why did the Portuguese establish their west European spice saple at Antwerp at the beginning of
the 16™ century: i.e. explain the importance of Antwerp for the spice trade

How did Veniceregain control of much of the spice trade during the later 16" century; and how did
Venicefinaly lose control over that most lucrative trade by the early 17" century?.

Comparetheimportance of the Indonesianarchipelago, Malaysia, and the Indian subcontinent (with
Ceylon) for the commerce of the Portuguese and other West Europeans during the 16" and 17"
centuries.

How and why did Chrisopher Columbus cometo ‘discover’ the Americasin and after 1492? What
led the Iberiansto explore and colonize the Americasin the 16™ century?

How did the Americas come to be divided between Spain and Portugal -- and in particular why did
the Portuguese colonize Brazil ? What wastheimportance of Brazil for thewest European economy?

How did the Spanish come to exploit the precious metal, and especially the silver resources of the
Americas(inMexicoand ‘Peru’: i.e Zacatecas and Potod, the latter inmodern day Bolivia)? What
was the importance of that gold and silver for the West European and then the world economiesin
the 16" and 17" centuries? How important were they in financing European trade with Asia?

What other forms of commerce with the Americas did the Spanish come to develop inthe 16"
century.

Discusstheimportance of sugar in the economic devel opment of the Atlantic and Caribbean islands
and of Brazil during the 16™ and 17" centuries. What was the importance of sugar in European
commerce during the 16™ and 17* centuries?

How, why, and in what manner did the Spanish colonize the Caribbean Islands, Central, and South
Americain the 16" century?

What were the major factorsinvolved in the decline of Spanish economic, political, and military
power from thelater 16™ century, and especial ly by the mid-17th century?

Which European nations or powers principally gained from the decline of Portuguese and Spanish
economic and military power?



