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Eco. 303YY1: Economic History of Modern Europe to 1914

Topic No.  14: Barriers to Continental Industrialization:  the Case of Russia, 1815 - 1914
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QUESTIONS:

  1. Discuss Gregory’s attack on the Gerschenkron thesis on the role of the state in overcoming barriers
to economic development in Tsarist Russia.  What were the chief barriers to economic growth and
industrialization in mid-19th century Russia. How well does Gerschenkron's model of ‘economic
backwardness’ fit Russia in the 19th century?  How useful is it as a general model: is it equally
relevant to Germany or France?  What features, if any, are peculiarly Russian?

  2. How did the Russian government view its responsibilities for economic development, and how did
it view the barriers to development? What roles did the state play in overcoming the barriers to
growth and in promoting Russian industrialization in the second half of the 19th century? Discuss
the positive and negative effects of government economic policies in: agriculture, banking and
finance, transportation, industry.

  3. Discuss the economic and social consequences of the abolition of serfdom and of ‘land reform’ in
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Russia, 1861-1914. Did Russia achieve its pre-war industrial base because of or despite the agrarian
changes?

  4. What role did the national bank (Gosbank) and state financial and monetary policies play in
overcoming barriers to growth and in promoting Russian industrialization from 1894 - 1914?

  
  5. To what extent had Russia overcome barriers to growth and succeeded in establishing an industrial

base by the 1917 Revolution?  In Gerschenkron’s view and in Gregory’s view.


