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ECO 303Y1: The Economic History of Modern Europe to 1914

Topic No. 3[7]: Population Growth and the ‘Industrial Revolution’ (1750 - 1850):

A Cause or A Consequence of Modern Urban Industrialization?
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QUESTIONS:

1.

Why did British and European population begin to grow again, from about the middle of the 18th
century, after having experienced stagnation or decline in the previous century? Why did it grow at
a much faster rate than ever before, especially in Great Britain? What was the more powerful force
in that ‘demographic revolution’: rising birth rates or falling death rates? When, why, where? In rural
or in urban areas?

If ‘“Malthusian’ checks had halted population growth in the past, why did population now continue
to grow unchecked until the 20th century?

Discuss the changing relationships between population levels and living standards in Britain from
the 17th to 19th centuries:
(a) what effect did changes in employment and real wages have upon population growth,
in terms of birth and death rates? Conversely,
(b) what effect did population decline and then growth have upon the level of real wages
and living standards? Explain the evident paradox.

Did population growth foster industrial growth in Great Britain -- was it one of the “‘causes’ of the
Industrial Revolution? Or conversely, did prior economic growth and then industrialization itself
cause or promote the population growth? How did British population growth differ from that in
continental Europe during this period: the Industrial Revolution era and the 19th century?

What effects did population growth and population distributions (including internal migrations)
within Great Britain have upon markets and market structures during the Industrial Revolution era?



