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Eco 303Y1: Economic History of Modern Europe to 1914

Topic No. 13: Overcoming Impediments to Continental Industrialization:
The Case of Germany, 1815 - 1914
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Enterprise in Germany, 1880 - 1913,’ Journal of Economic History, 42 (Sept. 1982), 629-58.
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QUESTIONS:

1. What were the chief barriers to economic growth and industrialization in Germany at the end of the
Napoleonic Wars? How were they overcome? Why was Germany more successful in overcoming these
barriers, in achieving more rapid growth, than other countries (especially France and Russia)?

2. How well does Gerschenkron's model of ‘economic backwardness’ fit Germany in the 19th century? Does
it fit Russia or France better?

3. What roles did the government (state and national) and financial institutions play in overcoming the
barriers to growth and in promoting rapid industrialization in the second half of the 19th century?
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4. Were cartels a positive or negative feature of German industrialization? What factors explain the
cartelization of certain industries, and the relative success of their cartel policies?


