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QUESTIONS:

1.

Did Enclosures necessarily mean displacement and ‘depopulation’ in the era ca. 1750-1830? If so,

did such enclosures provide a principal source of wage labour for the Industrial Revolution? Did
Enclosures initially produce an urban or a rural “‘proletariat’? What happened to those displaced by
Enclosures in the later 18th and 19th centuries?

What social classes gained and which ones lost by Enclosures? To what extent did Parliamentary
Enclosures protect farmers' property rights? Who principally gained the rising economic rent from
land in this era?

Were Enclosures economically necessary for modern industrialization? Where did enclosures
principally take place? Discuss the interrelationships between agrarian, industrial, and demographic
changes in this period of urban industrialization.

What were the principal motives and forms of Enclosures: to capture the economic rent on land (i.e.
‘exploit’ the peasantry), to promote agricultural *‘modernization’, to accomodate the ambitions of
larger, market-oriented tenant farmers? Or some combination of these factors?
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5. How did the new industrial towns and cities of 19th-century England acquire their labour forces?

6. What was the fate of agricultural servants-in-husbandry and of agricultural labourers after 18157



