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Climate, soil and variety of grape planted determine the quality
of wine. Long, hot and fairly dry summers with cool, humid nights
constitute an ideal climate. The nature of the soil is such a deter-
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The Agricultural Census of 1840

(after Michel Morineau)
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Census of 1840.

Wheat Yields in Hectoliters per Hectare

1815 1816 1826 1830 1832 1833 1835 _1840
Nord........... .. 18.5 15 19.7 17.3 24.9 20.4 22.2 20.7
Bas-Rhin....... .. 15,7 12,9 17.1 17.6 23.7 22.2 20.5 16.5
Finistére........ .. 14 14.2 16 16 20 16 17 16.8
Seine-et-Marne. . .. 12,5 13.7 12.6 13.8 19.5 16.2 21.2 17.8
Puy-de-Dome. .. .. 10 15 14.8 8.2 185 159 11.2 15.3
Lot-et-Caronne. . .. 6.3 7 10.5 10.5 13.5 9 7.5 9.4
Isére........ .. 8 7 13 10.4 15.6 15.6 15.6 14.4
Hérault......... o 12 13.3 12.5 7.5 8.2 13 15 12.2
Var..... ...... .. 4 6.5 10 6.4 — 9.9 7.5 9.5
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BIRTH AND DEATH RATES IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND
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FIGURE 2
CRUDE BIRTH RATES IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND, 1740-1869
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FiGURrE 3
CRUDE DEATH RATES IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND, 1740-1869

Note: Data points are centered 11-year moving averages.
Source: See text.
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Figure 1. Conjectural growth rates of labour productivity in British and French
agriculture, 1520-1910
Note: The vertical scale is logarithmic.
Scurces and methods: The source used and methods emulated to construct the output index for Britain, 1520-1700, are
contained in Wrigley, ‘Urban growth’, pp. 700-1, 720-t. The index for 1700-1850 is from a forthcoming book by
Mark Overton. Overton’s output estimates are based on Chartres, ‘Marketing of agricultural produce’, and Holderness,
‘Prices, productivity and output’. His input data are derived from Wrigley, ‘Urban growth’. The index for 1860-1910
is from O Grada, ‘British agriculture, 1860-1914’. (O Grida's index has been linked to Overton's on the assumption
that productviry growth 1850-60 was equivalent to the annual average rate for 1860-90). For France, 1520-1700, the
source and methods are from Wrigley, ‘Urban growth’; for 1700-1807, I used Le Roy Ladurie’s growth rate for output
because French historians have rejected Toutain’s estimates for the eighteenth century; see Le Roy Ladurie, ‘De la
crise ultime’, p. 395. The whole vexed issue of agricultural growth in France is surveyed in Crouzet, Bniain ascendans,
pp. 47-54. For 1807-1910, the growth rate is calculated from data in Toutain, Le produit de agriculture, pp. 128-9,
200-1. (See also idem, La production agricole). Inputs of cultivated land for Britain, 1700-1850, are from Allen,
‘Agriculture during the industrial revolutica’; for 1850-1900, from O’Brien and Keyder, Economic growth, p. 105. The
cultivared area for France is from Toutain, Le produit de "agriculture, and O’'Brien and Keyder, Economic growth.
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