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THE BOUNDARIES OF THE OPEN-FIELD SYSTEM
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[image: image5.jpg]THE FARMING REGIONS OF ENGLAND CA. 1600
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Fig. 1. Farming regions in England.
This is a very tentative map of farming regions in England in the sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries. The boundaries between the regions are the most tentative

of all, and will certainly rc?uire amendment in the light of more detailed local

investigation. Not all royal forests are indicated on the map since it has not been
possible to identify all their boundaries with certainty. All, Eowevcr. belong in the
category of wood-pasture . _’.ns, and most lie within or on the fringe of regions
of open pasture. The War.. kshirc Arden is depicted as a wood-pasture region
undergoing change from stock-rearing, etc., (D) to dairying ctc. (A). The forests are
nurnbercd as follows: 1, Pickering Forest; 2, Galtres Forest; 3, Delamere Forest;
4, Macclesfield Forest; 5, Cannocl Forest; 6, Needwood Forest; 7, Sherwood Forest;
8, Charnwood Forest; 9, Leicester Forest; 10, Leighfield or Rutland Forest;
11, Rockingham, Whittlewood, and Salcey Forests, Northamptonshire; 12, Kinver
Forest; 13, Feckenham Forest; 14, Forest of Arden; 15, Forest of Dean; 16, Kingswood
Forest; 17, Windsor Forest; 18, New Forest.
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Fig. 47 Enclosure, 1455—16c7
Recorded in the proceedings of the Courts of Exchequer, the Court of

Chancery, the Star Chamber and the Court of Requests. Based on: (1) A. H.
Johnson, The disappearance of the small landowner (Oxford, 1909), 48-9, and
map at end; (2) E. F. Gay, ‘Inclosures in England in the sixteenth century’,

Quart. Jour. Economics, xvil (1903), 585—6.
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Fig. 54 Enclosure circa 1600
Based on: (1) E. C. K. Gonner, Common land and inclosure (London, 1912),
map D; (2) H. L. Gray, English field systems (Cambridge, Mass., 1915).
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Map 2 Approximate extent of open fields, ¢. 1700. (After Slater, 1907, map
facing p. 73.)
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Fig. 69. Enclosure of common field, 7001800
on: E. C. K. Gonner, inclosu, idon,  12),
map C; (2)  Slater The FEnglish peasantry and the enclosure of felds
(Lordor, 997), 73.
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Figure 3 The Enclosure of the Open Fields as a Percentage of
County Area (England only), ¢.1750-1870

Source: M. E. Turner, English Parliamentary Enclosure (1980), p. 59
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Figure 2 Common and Waste Enclosed as a Pe
Area (England only), ¢.1750~1870
Source: M. E. Turner, English Parlia
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