University of Toronto - ECO 2620 Fall 2018

Topics in Health Economics

Lecture: W, 4:00pm - 6:00pm, BL 113
Course Information

Instructor: Shari Eli

Email: shari.eli@utoronto.ca

Twitter: @ShariJEl

Office Hours: Max Gluskin House #326, Tue. 3:00 - 5:00pm, except Nov. 6

Course Goals

This course explores a variety of topics in health economics and provides an overview of institutional characteris-
tics of the market for, and public policy towards, health care. Students will apply theoretical and empirical tools
to current domestic and international issues in health economics. No previous background in health economics
is required. However, introductory knowledge of econometrics is essential.

Students with Disabilities

Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like special accommodations/arrangements either in class
or in the event that the building must be evacuated. For disability-related accommodations, please also see the
following website: http://www.accessibility.utoronto.ca.

Plagarism

Dont do it! Plagiarism, as defined by the Mirriam-Webster Dictionary, includes using someone elses words,
phrases, texts, or rewording someone elses thoughts, without giving he/she due credit. The standard penalty
for violations of academic integrity in this course will be an F grade for the course. It is your responsibility to
check the student guide to academic honesty at http://www.utoronto.ca/academicintegrity/.

Text

There is no textbook for this course.

Grading

Grades will be calculated based on points gained from the assignments, midterm exam and in-class presentation.

Points | Date
Assignment 1 15 | September 19, 2018
Assignment 2 15 | Wednesday, October 3, 2018
Midterm 35 | Wednesday, October 31, 2018
Presentation 35 | TBD
Total 100

Midterm

The midterm exam will be held during class.
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Group Presentations

To complete the Group Presentation requirement of this course, you will be asked to pair yourself with one of
your classmates and together prepare a short talk on an empirical academic paper. Your talk should address
the following:

1) What is the research question of the article?

2) What is the contribution of the article to the broader literature?

3) What are the methods and data used in the paper to answer the question?
4) What are the main findings and conclusions of the article?

5) What are the shortcomings of the research design?

6) What might be alternative reasons that could explain the results?

More details on the Group Presentations to follow.
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