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Two referee reports, due February 6th and March 13th - 15% each
Presentation - 30%

Research proposal, due April 12th - 40%

This course is intended to help prepare students to conduct research in microeconomic theory and
related fields. The course will focus on recent research papers on the topics of coordination, common
knowledge, and Bayesian learning (covering optimal experimentation and social learning). Each week
I will announce the papers that will be covered in the next class; you are expected to read those papers
prior to the lecture.

The evaluations for the course, described below, are all designed to develop essential skills for
success in research.

Referee reports: There will be two referee reports on papers from the reading list that are not being
covered in class. One report will be on a paper from the section on coordination and common knowledge,
and the other from the section on Bayesian learning. You must not write a report on the same paper
as another student. Papers will be allocated on a first-come first-served basis.

Referee reports should be 3-5 pages in length, consisting of a 1/2-1 page summary of the paper, with
the remaining length offering a critical discussion. A good report identifies strengths and weaknesses
of the paper, explains precisely how it contributes to the literature, and, importantly, offers concrete
and feasible suggestions for improvement. The report can address any aspects of the paper from broad
conceptual issues to details of modeling and presentation.

Presentation: Presentations will be 50 minutes long, and will take place during the final weeks of class
(with the exact schedule depending on final enrolment). Each presentation will cover one paper from
the reading list or an alternative paper subject to my approval. Papers to present will be allocated on
a first-come first-served basis.

You should arrange a meeting with me to take place no later than the Friday before the presentation
to go over the presentation slides. A good presentation will convey the main points of the paper while
offering a critical perspective. It is important to precisely describe the model and main results without
getting lost in technical details.

Research proposal: The research proposal must describe a novel project on any topic in microeconomic
theory; it need not be directly related to material covered in the class. As a rough guideline, I expect
most proposals to be 6-10 pages in length. A good proposal clearly motivates the research project,
discusses how it fits with related literature, and precisely describes a framework for studying the
problem. Be sure to describe what sort of results you hope would come out of the project. One
approach that can work well is to fully solve a simple example and then discuss how it could be
extended to a more general setting.

I strongly encourage you to meet with me to discuss any ideas for the proposal before you start
writing. Note that you are responsible for doing a thorough enough literature search to be confident
that your proposed research is indeed novel.
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IMPORTANT DATES:

February 6th: first referee report due
February 20th: reading week, no class
March 13th: second referee report due
April 3rd: last class

April 12th: research proposal due




