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This seminar will explore the regulatory framework governing 
international trading relations. It will begin with the economic theory of 
international trade and in particular the case for free trade, then examine 
the politics of trade policy and objections and sources of opposition to 
free trade. The following topics will be examined: international economic 
institutions, the Bretton Woods System, the GATT/WTO, NAFTA, 
international regulation of tariffs, national tariff administration, the 
principles of nondiscrimination (most favoured nation and national 
treatment) with a special focus on antidumping regulation, subsidies and 
countervailing duties, safeguards, adjustment assistance, trade and 
agriculture, trade in services, trade-related investment measures, trade-
related intellectual property rights, trade and health and safety, trade, 
labour and human rights standards, trade and the environment and trade 
and development.  
The seminar will strongly emphasize the institutions and political economy 
of international trading relations and how economic and political forces 
have shaped current regulatory policies and may shape future policies.  

Evaluation: Students will be required to write 500 to 750 page 
comments on selected readings for five of the classes (50%) and a 3750 
word paper on an issue of their choosing (50%). Students writing a 
SUYRP in this course will be required to write a reduced number of 
comments (2).  
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Disputes,” in The WTO Dispute Settlement Procedures (Geneva: World Trade 
Organization, August 1995) 

2 - 12 

WTO, “Historic Development of the WTO Dispute Settlement System,” in A 
Handbook on the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Cambridge: WTO/Cambridge  
University Press, 2004), 12-16. 

2 - 32 

Debra Steger, “The Future of the WTO: The Case for Institutional Reform,” 12 
Journal of International Economic Law (2009): 803-833. 

2 - 35 

3) Non-Discrimination: The Most Favoured Nation Principle  
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Trade, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010): 116-169. 
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7) Safeguards and Adjustment Assistance  

Trebilcock, op. cit., Chapter 8  

A. Sykes, “The Persistent Puzzles of Safeguards: Lessons from the Steel Dispute” 
2004 7 Journal of International Economic Law 523. 
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WTO, United States – Safeguard Measures on Imports of Fresh, Chilled, and Frozen 
Lamb Meat from New Zealand and Australia, Report of the Appellate Body (2001) 
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8) Trade in Agriculture  

Trebilcock, op. cit., Chapter 9  

Masayoshi Honma, “Agricultural Issues in the Doha Development Agenda 
Negotiations,” in The WTO in the Twenty-First Century: Dispute Settlement, 
Negotiations and Regionalism in Asia (Cambridge: WTO/Cambridge University 
Press, 2007): 328-40. 
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Agricultural Trade: Breaking the Impasse” (June 11, 2008). 
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Simon Lester and Bryan Mercurio with Arwel Davies and Kara Leitner, World Trade 
Law: Text, Materials and Commentary (Portland: Hart Publishing 2008), 597-631. 
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10) Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)  

Trebilcock, op. cit., Chapter 12  

WTO, Canada-Patent Protection of Pharmaceutical Products, Report of Panel 
(2000) 
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WTO – “Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health,” Ministerial 
Declaration, WT/MIN (01)/DEC/W/2, 14 November 2001 
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11) Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMS)  
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Stephen Clarkson, “Systemic or Surgical? Possible Cures for NAFTA’s Investor-
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