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1921 Voltera, N : ; At the time of Frederick II's

k- death in 1250 the effective

collapse of imperial authority
enabled many Italian cities to
exercise practical independence.
Few of the many places thus
saddled with sovereignty
succeeded in preserving their
freedoms till the 15th century.
Italy had by then become
dominated by several powerful
dynasties, of which the most
conspicuously successful was the
Visconti of Milan, whose duchy
passed to the Sforzas in 1450.
The state with greatest reserves
and potential seemed, however,
to be Venice, which had added
an Italian territory to its existing
colonial empire after 1402.
Venice was a republic with an

TYRRHENIAN
SEA

states of northen ftaly
[ ‘smalter halian state ¢
B o stae aristocratic doge elected as ruler
__mdmm #  forlife. The papal state also had

of Milan 1402 an elected head. In the Florentine

) republic the elected committees of
the government after 1434 barely
40° disguised the real power
= exercised by the Medici. In the

course of this century the
boundaries of these states might
be contested, but the states
themselves had acquired a
durable shape and a balance of
power was designed to preserve
the status quo and keep
foreigners at bay. When this
scheme broke down in 1494,
S Italy’s states, great and
Venice excetPted, feltthe
bitterness of foreign domination.
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