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After this Edward had all the wool in
England kept in a stable at Calais instead
of in a sack in the House of Commons;

this was a Bad Thing, as it was the

beginning of Political Economy.

W. C. Sellar, Robert J. Yeatman,

1066 And All That, (London, 1930),
. 39,




Precis of the Dissertation

distorians nave generally maintained that Duke Philippe
le Bon (1419-467) banned Englisn cloth several times to protect
the ailing Lowlander drapery industry. The main thesis of
this dissertation is that the primary purpose of Philippe's
bans was, instead, to force the English crown to withdraw
certain ordinances which, he felt, both harmed nhis wool-
buying subjects and threatened to deprive his mints of gold
and silver. Three elements are thus woven together in Anglo-
Burgundian commercial relations in this period: wool, clotn,
and gold. The larger purpose of this disserxrtation is to
examine the effects of bullionism on such trade relations.

First, the period of this study was the age of the
dundred Years' War and tne Wars of the Roses, involving
England, France, and the Burgundian Lowlands. In order to nelp
finance their battles with ready cash, the rulers struggled
for a relatively scarce supply of pbullion. Host rulers
employed debasement to attract bullion to their mints; but
England developed a strong antipathy to this policy. Instead,
thne English rulers reguired merchants to exact part payment
for tneir exports in bullion. Since England's most lucrative
and best controlled trade in the fourteenth century was wool,
the wool merchants of the Calais Staple bore the main burden
of exacting such bullion; in return they sought guarantees of
a collective monopoly. In the fifteenth century, the English
crown sought to strengthen its "pullionist agency" by placing
control of the Calais Staple in the hands of a small oligarchy
who would be bound to suppcert the bullion laws. Such bullion
laws directly affected the Lowlands because its economy was
based on a drapery industry whose main source of wool was
England. The final bullionist laws, the Calais Staple and
Partition Ordinance, not only required bullion in payment,
but also raised wool prices to exorbitant levels and restricted
credit. I have tried to show how this system provoked bitter
opposition from not only the Lowlanders, but also the English
merchants excluded from the trade. '

My conclusions are that English bullionism seriously
and permanently harmed the wool export trade, and, by making
the domestic manufacture of cloth relatively cheaper, helped
the expansion of the English cloth export trade. As at least
a partial consequence, the Lowlands changed from an importer of
English wool to one of BEnglish cloth by 1500. I have suggested
that Philippe's bans had no lasting effects; but, I have also
tried to snow that Flanders, from at least the mid fourteenth
century, had continuously and effectively banned English cloth,
and that this exclusion from the great international port of
Bruges directed English cloth to the then lesser ports of
vMiddelburg, and then Bergen-op-Zoom and Antwerp. As for the
final element, gold, I have tried to show the sharp contrasts
in the methods and sophistication of English and Burgundian
monetary policies. I nave also, incidentally, presented what
may be the only substantial contribution in the dissertation:
the mint outputs of the Burgundian Lowlands (1384-1480) and
of Calais (1422-1432); previously, only the London mint
accounts for this period nad been made available.
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CoAPTER ONE

CLOTh: Larkets and Non-Markets for English Cloth in the

Medieval Lowlanas

o two countries in tne sixteentn century were SO
economically interdependent as were Englana and the
Lowlanas. and the tie that bound was cloth. But, during
tne fifteenthn century, tae pnglish cloth trade suffered
repeated bans in this principal market, the Lowlands:1
in 1428, 1434, 1439, 1447, and 1491, sdenri Piremne, and
others, have stated that, since this trade provided such a
major threat to the Lowlands! cloth industry, the Lowlander
rulers prohibited BEnglish cloth simply in order to protect
a prime mainstay oI their realms. Pirenne taen remaxrks
that, obviously, the very number of these bans "proves"

-

that tney wexre not resPected.‘

lin this study, the "Lowlands" will refer to the
countries of Flanders, Holland, Zeeland, Hainaut, and Namur;
tne Duchy of Brabant-Limburg; the Margquisate of Antwerp;
anc the Seigneurie of ialines.

-~

4ienri Pirenne, Histoire de Belgigue, II (Brussels,

1908, second Edition), 417-18; "On ne laissa pas disparaitre
sans compbattre la vieille industrie [Grapidre] traditionnelle.
4 la demande des villes, les ducs intervinrent energigue-
ment." On this basis, Pirenne pictures Duke Philippe le Bon
as a proto-mercantilist mo>rotectionist” in his Economic and
Social History of bedieval Europe (Harvest Books, 1937),

p. 218, For the most recent statements of the "srotectionist”
interpretation see Edward Miller, "France and England,” and
Hans van werveke, "The Low Countries," in C.E.H., II1I,




Indeed, the seriousness of the English cloth trade
challenge can be well substantiated. England in the 12th
and early 13th centuries had possessed an urban cloth
industry in East Anglia, but on too small a scale to compete
effectively with Flanders' jndustries. Later, in the 13th
century, however, this industry began deserting the towns
for the rural areas, both to escape the drapery guilds and
to employ the méchanized water-wheel fulling-mills near the
swift streams of West Riding, the Midlands, the Cotswalds,
and the West Country. Because of greater freedom of enter-
prise and lower production costs, this new rural industry
had rapidly expanded by the 1340's, to the extent of
capturing the home market and of exporting about 4,000 to
6,000 broadcloths a year.4 In Flanders, on the other hand,

the fullers' guild prevented the adoption of the labour

325-26, 343. In more detail, see Herman Van der Wee,

Growth of the Antwerp Market (The Hague, 1963) II, 45-49;

=nd F. A. Van Houtte, "La eenese du Grand Marche International
d'Anvers,” Revue Belge de Philolo ie et d'Histoire, 19

(1940) , 109=TIZ. But says van Houtte: "La politique du drap
agglais en Flandre est fort mal connue et meriterait de 1'€tre
mieux."

3E. M. Carus-Wilson, "The English Cloth Industry in
the 12th and 13th Centuries,” Medieval Merchant Ventures,
(London, 1954), pp. 211-238; and the "Woollen Tndustry" in
C.E.H., II, 413-29. The centres were Beverly, Lincoln,
Stamford, and Northampton.

4carus-Wilson, "Industrial Revolution of the 13th
Century," and "Trends in the Exportation of English Woollens
in the 1l4th Century," Medieval Merchant Ventures, pp. 183-
210, 239-264.




displacing fulling-mill; and the dchevins of Bruges, ¥Ypres,
and Ghent, who firmly controlled their respective castel-
lanies, met the appearance of rural cloth industries with
armed force.>

Secondly, the war-finance of Edward III and his
successors provided an unintended, but very effective,
competitive advantage to the English cloth industry. Since
wool was England's chief and most lucrative export, the
wool trade was heavily taxed; by 1340, English exporters
paid 40s. a sack of wool, and aliens, 53.4d. a sack. In
order to help exporters pass on the tax incidence and to
aid the financing of loans, the crown organized most of the
wool trade to northern Europe as a monopoly under the
Fellowship of the Calais Staple. The woollen cloth trade,
however, then being relatively unimportant, was not so
rigorously exploited. By the New Custom of 1303, Hanseatic
Merchants paid only ls. per broadcloth exported; and by
the 1347 Custom, English merchants paid only 1ls.2d. per
broadcloth. In terms of export values, the (average) duty

on cioth was only 3%, compared to about 30% on wool.® Thus,

S5gee Hans Van Werveke, "The Low Countries,” C.E.H.,
I1I, 354-56,

6See Eileen Power, The Wool Trade in English Medieval
History, (Oxford, 1941), p. Z74Y; and Carus—-Wilson and
Coleman, England's Export Trade 1275-1547, (Oxford, 1963),
pp.75-86; and E. Lipson, EconomicC Histo of England, T
(London, 1937), 537. A sack of wool was worth apout £6 to
£7 on the average; a broadcloth, £2 to £2.1l0s. One sack of




for English clothiers and merchants, this tax differential
represented a most valuable protective "export tariff.”
Processing wool into cloth at home became more profitable
than shipping that wool abroad.

As Mr. Van Werveke's statistics on the Ypres'
drapery suggest, the production of Flemish cloth, which
for so long had enjoyed a dominant role in European trade,
from the 1330's had already begun to suffer a serious
decline.’ War, civil and class strife, and guild restrictions,
particularly those opposing innovation, may be blamed in
part. But more important, the fall in population, disrupted
trade routes, and a century-long general contraction of
the European economy, commencing in the mid 14th century,

undoubtedly greatly reduced the volume of Flemish cloth

wool, weighing about 364 ibs., containing wool from about
360 sheep, could be manufactured into 4 or 4 1/2 broadcloths
of legal measurement. By the "standard whole cloth of
assize,” a broadcloth was supposed to be 26 yards long and

6 quarters (2 yards) wide, before fulling. See S.R., 1,
330, 395; II, 403, 419-25.

75ee Hans Van Werveke, "De Omvang van de Ieperse

Lakenproductie in de Veertiende Eeuw,” Mededelingen van de
Roninkliike Academie voor Wetenschappen (Klasse der Letteren)

: ’ -25. The n exr of cloths Taxed by tentering
frames (ramen) fell from an annual average high of 83,500 in
1317-20 to one of 17,600 in 1383-84, the last year given.
In Louvain, fulled cloth output fell from 6,326 pieces in
1379 to 2,730 pieces in 1412; that of short cloths, from
18,980 pieces in 1368 to 5,940 pieces in 14l2. In the 15th
century, the same decline is reflected in the number of
wood vats(dyeing) taxed: from 2,500 in 1409 to just 290 in
1452, R. Van Uytven, Stadsfinancien en Stadsekonomie te
Leuven, (Brussels, 196I), pp. 354, 374 (Graph 3).




exports.8

Moreover, the naturebof the English cloth trade
expansion after 1350 helped ensure that the decay of the
Flemish cloth industry would be irredeemable. For centuries,
Flemish and Brabantine woollen manufacturing had been geared
to imported English wool. But now, because of English war-
taxation and the Staplers' exrort monopoly, this vital wool
became prohibitively expensive. 2nd, in addition to this
rising cost of production, the cloth industries suffered
slow strangulation from wool shortages that resulted, in
part, from the diversion of increasing amounts of raw wool
to English cloth prcduction.9 In brief, the Lowlander
drapers could not compete effectively with their English
rivals, who had lower production costs, a local supply of
untaxed wool, and only light customs on their cloth exports.
Consequently, in the scramble for the now narrower and

depressed European markets, broadcloths from England began

8For the "depression,” or rather secular economic
decline, of the Late Middle Ages, See: R, S. Lopez and
H., A, Misklmin, "The Economic Depression of the Renaissance,"
nconomlc History Review, 14:3, (1962), 408-421; Postan,
"The Trade of Medieval Europe: the North," and R. S. Lopez,
"The Trade of Medieval Europe: the South," in C.E.H., II,
191-256, 338-354,

91t should be noted that in the period 1353 to 1450,
the period of depression, the expansion of English cloth
exports accounts for only half of the sharp decline in wool
exports. See H. L. Gray, Engllsh Foreign Trade 1446-1482."
in Power and Postan, Studies in English Trade in the Fifteenth
Century, (London, 1933), pp. ll-12. FOor various reasons, a
shift from large scale desmesne production to peasant
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displacing those of Flanders and Brabant.l0
The following statistics demonostrate the growth of

this double-edged English menace to the Lowlands. Between
1353-54 and 1396-98, wool exports shrank 60%, from 44,900
sacks to just 17,730 sacks a year. But in the same period,
annual cloth exports increased ten-fold, from 3,700 broad-
cloths tc 37,500 broadcloths. By the beginning of the 1l6th
century, cloth had almost completely replaced wool in
England's export trade: only 4,585 wool-sacks but 81,500
broadcloths a year were then being sold abroad.ll

~ The "protectionist®™ case for the 15th century cloth
bans,then, would seem to be sound. Indeed, the preamble to
the 1434 ordinance quite definitely complains that "a great
many more English cloths have been imported than ever before
into the duke's lands of Brabant, Flanders, Holland, and
Zeeland, causing considerable harm and threatening the ruin
of these lands, which are founded principally upon the cloth
industry."12 This same charge is repeated in all the other

ordinances.

cultivation in 1l4th century England led to a decline in wool-
growing. See Power, The Wool Trade, pp. 31-40.

10por changes in the Baltic markets for cloth, see
M. Postan, "Economic and Political Relations of England with
the Hanse," Studies in English Trade, pp. 91-154.

1lcarus-Wilson and Coleman, England's Export Trade,
1275-1547, passim.

12Charles Piot, ed.,'Inventaire‘deS'CharteS'de la
ville de Leau, (Brussels, 1879), » PDe =28: TeeelN







