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	Economics 303Y1: The Economic History of Modern Europe to 1914

[bookmark: QuickMark 1]Topic No.  8  [15]:	The Role of the National State and Financial Institutions in European Economic Development:  Germany and/or Russia, 1815 - 1914

You may focus on just Germany, or on just Russia, or you may compare the economic role of the state in both countries.
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B.	Russia, 1815 - 1914
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QUESTIONS:

A.	Germany

1. 	What were the chief barriers to economic growth in 19th century Germany?  Did the German governments perceive and seek to remedy such problems?  What were the non-economic considerations of state economic policies in each country?

2. 	Discuss the positive and negative effects of German (and especially Prussian) government economic policies in: agriculture, banking and finance, transportation, industry, foreign trade, capital investments.

3. 	Discuss the economic and social consequences of the abolition of serfdom and of ‘land reform’ in both Germany during the 19th century. For which parts of Germany did such land reforms prove to be the most beneficial and conducive to industrialization? 

4. 	For Germany in general and Prussia in particular, discuss the importance of government policies concerning foreign trade, tariffs, industrial cartels or combines, and foreign investment. To what extent did each German government provide legal sanctions for cartels? What were the economic consequences of cartels in each country?

5. 	What impact did unification of the monetary system have on post-1870 German economic development.

6. 	Compare and contrast the role and economic significance of the central bank (Reichsbank).

7.	What explicit and implicit state support did German heavy industries and their cartels receive from the Prussian and then German imperial governments?


B.	Russia

 1. 	What were the chief barriers to economic growth in 19th century Russia? Did the government perceive and seek to remedy such problems? What were the non-economic considerations of state economic policies?

 2. 	Discuss the positive and negative effects of government economic policies in: agriculture, banking and finance, transportation, industry.

 3. 	Discuss the economic and social consequences of the abolition of serfdom and of ‘land reform’ in Russia, 1861-1914. Did Russia achieve its pre-war industrial base because of or despite the agrarian changes?

 4. 	Russian monetary policy and the gold ruble, 1897-1914: discuss the positive and negative effects for capital investments, foreign and domestic, and Russian industrialization, to 1914.


