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Economics 201Y: Economic History of Later Medieval and Early Modern Europe

Topic No. 19:
Agrarian Changes in France, 1450 - 1750: The ‘Feudal Crises,’ Rural ‘Embourgeoisement,’ The Seigniorial Reaction, and the Beginnings of an Agricultural Revolution
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QUESTIONS:
1. 
What changes occurred in French seigneurialism (seigniorialism, manorialism) from the 15th to the late 18th centuries? To what extent was there an ‘embourgeoisment’ of seigneurial properties in the early modern era? To what extent was there a ‘seigniorial reaction’ in the 16th and 17th centuries?  What forms did it take? Discuss the similarities and differences between French and English landholding in the 17th century.

2. 
What changes occurred in the social and economic status of the French peasantry from the 15th to 18th centuries? Did they become more or less secure in their land tenures than their English rural counterparts?

3. 
Was there an ‘agricultural revolution’ in early-modern France? When and where did such agrarian changes occur, and why?

4.
Do regional variations in French agriculture --  especially in comparing regions north and south of the Loire -- prevent us from generalizing about trends in early-modern French agriculture?  Which became the most advanced and which were the least advanced regions by the eve of the French Revolution?


